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A Summary of the Exhibit 


HIGHWAY EXPENDITURES 


; -. This. pictorial ooth Aad teatee the. wis- 

_ ..don. of -spending gtk abo funds for 
-improved roads with resulting.low motor 
vehicle operating costs geeks than for 

‘pad rodds with high maintenance and. oper- 
ating bills. : 
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HIGHWAY EXPENDITURES 


On the center panel may be seen two human 
hands which are Cropping silver collars -- syribolic 
of highway expenditures -- upon the bucket elevator 
of a stone bin. Two shutes from the bin dis- 
charge the dollars into auto trucks heaced in oppo- 
site directions -- one toward hich operating costs 
on bad roads and the other toward low operating 
costs and good roads. 

On the right panel workmen may be seen 
shovelling the silver dollars from the auto trucks 
and spreading them as the wearing course of "road 
netal" for an-improved. highway. A sean roller 
in the foreground is smoothing the surface in pre- 
paration for traffic. 

On the left panel.an auto truck is seen 
laboring through the mad of a partially unin- 
proved road on a rainy day. The load of silver 
Collars is being gradually depleted as. the money 
' falls off the truck to be lost in the mud. 


What It Tells 


The problem in all highway expenditure is 
wnat is the most economical use of the money. The 
booth illustrates the axiom that "You pay for in- 
proved roads whether you have hem or not, and you 
pay more in excessive vehicle~orerating expenses 
on the unimproved reads than it would cost to im- 
prove then. : 

‘The right panel states "Lettthe road metal 
for your highway surfacing be the dollars saved 
in vehicle operating costs by -road inprovernent." 
This does not mean that all the savingsaheuld be 


invested in road improvement, but only an anount suf- 
ficient to eliminate the excessive operating costs of 
the motor vehicles due to the bad roads. Under ordi- 
nary conditions this results in a net saving in actual 
motor transport costs. 

Tne left panel carries the legend "Don't let 
excessive motor vehicle onerating costs on bad roads 
rob you of your money." In some sections the "Penny 
Wise and pound foolish" method of highway expenditures 
has been adopted with the result that the motor ve- 
hicle operator pays excessive maintenance, tire, gaso- 
line, oil and repair costs. . The fallacy of this plan 
of road finance is apparent. 


Information will be furnished upon request 
by the U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, 
D.C. 


